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the Peshitto O.T. of the fifth-seventh centuries; the Psalter is
present in a copy (No. CIX, VIII) of A.D. 600; and of the N.T. the
then first discovered "Curetonian" fragments are of a version even
earlier. The Apostolic Fathers'and especially fourth-century patristic
literature is well represented, but as the monks of S. Mary Deipara
were Jacobites and therefore Monophysites, their theology was limited.
Most of the books were written at Tekrit or Edessa in Mesopotamia,
of which place Wright observes that "the learning of Greece migrated
from Athens and Byzantium to Edessa, from Edessa to Baghdad,
and from Baghdad to Cordova, Salerno and Montpellier" 5 it was there
that Aristotle and Galen were translated into Arabic.2

The explanation of the appearance of these books so far from their
place of origin is that the Abbot Moses of Nisibis travelled thither
in A.D. 932, and not only secured many ancient codices, but caused
texts to be copied for his Convent, to which he returned laden with
250 volumes.

Apart from scattered volumes acquired later, the collection was
enlarged and varied by a number of volumes brought home in 1889
and 1890 by Sir E. A. Wallis Budge, afterwards Keeper of Egyptian
and Assyrian Antiquities; these include not only works in classical
Syriac literature, but also more modern Chaldean (Roman Catholic)
literature, in which they resemble the S.P.C.K.'s collection now at
Cambridge, rather than the Nitrian.

CATALOGUES.
Catalogus Codicum Manuscriptorum Qrientalium: Pars. I, Codices Syriacos

et Cars Eunices amplectens*    [By J. Forshall and F. Rosen.]    1838.
Catalogue of Syriac Manuscripts acquired since the year 1838.    By W.

Wright.    3 pt.    1870-73.
Descriptive List of the Syriac and Karshunt Manuscripts acquired since 1873

By^G. Margoliouth.    1899,

2. HEBREW ANJ> SAMARITAN
Hebrew, so vitally affecting the West through Christianity, is
naturally the only Oriental language in which the Museum's founda-
tion collections were strong. Cotton had only one Samaritan MS.
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